99. LORD HARRIS ON LABOUR
We publish in another column a report from the Daily Mail of an
interview which its representative has had with Lord Harris, the ex-
Governor of Bombay, who is at present in Johannesburg and who is the
Chairman of the Consolidated Gold Fields. His Lordship has given to
the interviewer his views on labour importation and he thinks that
the opposition against it at home is very unreasonable and quotes, in
support of his contention, the fact that the West Indies and other countries
have before now imported Coloured indentured labour. One would have
expected far better argument than this from His Lordship, for we are
sure he could not be unaware that there is very great difference between
the West Indies and the Transvaal as also between the labour ordi-
nances elsewhere and the Labour Ordinance which the Transvaal Govern-
ment would have the Home Government sanction without any demur.
The West Indies, it is well known, is hardly suited for white labour, the
climate of that country being very trying, whereas the climate of the Trans-
vaal is ideally good and the white workmen would have no difficulty in
doing the same kind of work that they are used to in England. Nobody
has ever contended that the climate is not suitable for such labour: the
only objection is that white labour is too expensive. Mr. Morley has dis-
posed of the economic argument by pointing out that the mines ought
to be satisfied with less profits and those that could not be worked at all
by white labour need not be in a hurry to give up their gold. As to the
difference between the indenture laws elsewhere and in the Transvaal,
there is that difference between the two which exists between the contract
of slavery and a free contract. So far as we arc aware, in the history of
British colonization, it would be difficult to find an indenture law so drastic,
so sweeping, and so unjust to the labourer as the Labour Importation
Ordinance of the Transvaal The indentured labourers who go to the
West Indies and elsewhere do not go there as slaves, but as soon as their
contract is finished, they are free to settle in the country and enjoy the
ordinary civic rights. It is, therefore, we respectfully submit, hardly fair
that Lord Harris should cite the West Indies and other countries as an
example.
His Lordship's remarks on the attitude of the Indian Government
are even more interesting and instructive.
From the Indian point of view, says His Lordship, I think the Govern-
ment of India made a mistake originally, whatever their attitude be now. The
trader and the coolie are entirely different persons. It would have been a
splendid thing for India if there had been an out and in flow from India to the
Transvaal. Considerable trade would be certain to spring up between the two
countries, and the coolie, having given the Transvaal the benefit of his labour,
would go back to his village with his rupees, the capital that India precisely
wants.